United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/539,327 


06/15/2005 


Hubertus Cornells Maria Van Den Nieuwenhuizen 


NL 021361 


9279 


2AIM 7390 09/19/2007 

PHILIPS INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY & STANDARDS 


EXAMINER 



P.O. BOX 3001 

BRIARCLIFF MANOR, NY 10510 



RALEIGH, DONALD L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2809 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



09/19/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/539,327 


Applicant(s) 

VAN DEN NIEUWENHUIZEN ET 
AL. 


Examiner 

Donald L. Raleigh 


Art Unit 

2809 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 



Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morris (US Patent No. 5,323,091) in view of Steinmann (US Patent No. 6,570,328) 

Reference Claim 1 : 
Morris teaches: 

A high-pressure discharge lamp (abstract lines 1-2 metal halide discharge lamp. 
Also, Col.1 line 8 says metal halide is high pressure) having a quartz 
glass discharge vessel (Fig. 1 (14) and Col. 3, lines 6-7) enclosing a discharge space 
(Fig. 1 shows electrodes (18) in space) with an ionizable filling (Col. 1 , lines 8-10) , 
wherein a first electrode and a second electrode (Fig. 1 shows 2 electrodes (18) .(Col.3, 
lines 8-9) are present between which a discharge is maintained during lamp 
operation (Col. 1, lines 18-21) , wherein a first seal (Fig. 2, (42) and Col. 3, lines 31-32) 
incorporates a first internal electric conductor (Fig. 2, foil (44)) which connects the first 
electrode (18 in Fig. 1 , not shown in Fig. 2) to a first external electric conductor (Fig. 1 
(26) shows lead extending to exterior) extending from the seal into the exterior (Also, 
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Fig. 2 shows lead (unlabeled) extending from foil (44) to exterior), wherein said first seal 
(42) further incorporates a gas-filled cavity (Fig. 2 (50) and Col. 3, lines 31-33 and 36) , 
wherein the internal electric conductor is a foil (Fig.2, (44) which extends through the 
cavity (Col. 3, lines 31-33), 

Morris fails to teach: 
Characterized in that the foil (44) is provided with at least one hole. 

Steinmann teaches a metal strip (foil)(Col. 1, lines 31-33) with holes in it. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
teachings of Steinmann to Morris and provide a metal strip with holes because this 
reduces high tensile forces between the strip and the glass during manufacture 
(Steinmann Col.1, lines 29-35) 

Reference Claim 2: 

Morris teaches: 

Characterized in that the cavity is at least partially 
surrounded by an external capacitive body. 
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(Col. 3, lines 17-21 discusses capacitive coupling in Fig.1) 



Reference Claim 3: 
Morris teaches: 

Characterized in that said foil (Fig. 2 (44)) is made of molybdenum (Col. 3, lines 
28-29) 

Reference Claim 4: 
Morris teaches: 

A method for producing a high-pressure discharge 
lamp (abstract lines 1-2) wherein a quartz glass discharge vessel (Col. 3, lines 6-7) 
enclosing a discharge space (Fig. 1, is filled with an ionizable filling (Col.1, lines 8-10), 
wherein a first electrode and a second electrode (Fig. 1 (18)) are placed such that a 
discharge can be maintained during lamp operation (Fig. 1 and Col.1, lines 18-21), 
wherein a first seal(Fig.2, (42) and Col. 3, lines 31-32)) is 
provided with a first internal electric conductor being a foil (Fig.2 (44)) 
which connects the first electrode to a first external electric 
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conductor extending from the seal into the exterior (Fig.1 shows electrode (18) 
connecting to foil (20) which connects to lead (26) and extends to exterior ), wherein 
said first seal (Fig.2 (42)) is further provided with a gas-filled cavity (Fig.2 (50)) through 
which the foil extends (Col.3, lines 31-33), 

Morris fails to teach: and wherein the foil is provided with at least one hole. 
Steinmann teaches a metal strip (foil) with holes (Col.1, lines 31-33) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
teachings of Steinmann to Morris and provide holes in the foil because this reduces 
stress between the foil and the glass during manufacture (Steinmann, Col. 1, lines 29- 
35) 

Reference Claim 5: 

Morris fails to teach: Characterized in that the hole is provided by punching the 
foil with a needle. 
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Steinmann teaches (Col.1, lines 61-63 creating holes by punching) which would 
include some type of needle. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
teachings of Steinmann to Morris and punch the holes with a needle since punching 
with a needle will produce a hole. 



Conclusion 



Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Donald L. Raleigh whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3407. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30AM to 5:00PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



